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| Preached: at 


MAT. .VIL. V. 


Thou Hypocrite firſt caſt out the Beam 
| 'out of thine own Eye ; and then, ſhalt 

thow ſee clearly, to caſt out the Mote 
' ont of thy Brothers Eye. 


HE Divine Diſpenſations of late, 
both in a way of Mercy and Judg- 
ment, have ſo loud a Voice-in this 
| Kingdom, as cannot but awaken 
a juſt ſenſe of a Neceſſity of Reformation, 
In all that are not luPd aſleep, upon the lap 
-, of Pleaſure, by the' Syren Songs of theſe > -_ 
ſenſual Sublngary things. 'God' is trying ©. | 
-- this Nation in* both theſe Methods, and 
_ A2 ſurely 


| \ 
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ſorely none ſo Ignorant, as not to know 
that both theſe ways do ſtrongly oblige, to 
an holy and Reformed courſe !. If God do 
{et us up as a mark, at which he intends to 
ſhoot the Arrows of his Diſpleaſure ; it 
highly concerns us, to meet him jn the ways 
of his Judgments, by a ſpeedy and ſincere 
Repentance. And if he unſtring his Bow, 
and put up into his Quiver, the impoyſoned 
Arrows , that. were prepared for our de- 
ſtruction ; He expeAs fo ſignal a Mercy 
ſhould foften and melt our hearts, and bring 
them into an Holy and Heavenly frame and 
Per.- ES | 

Do 1 need to tell you, how lately. God 
was graciouſly pleaſed, to Remove the Judg- 
meat of a long and expenfive- War ; - and 
how deſireable a Peace was before it was 
concluded ? And ſurely now the Enjoy- 
ment of Liberty and- Property ;.-and the 
ſerling- Peace within our Borders, under 
the favourable Influences of good Rulers ; 
is not the leaſt of Temporal Bleſlings ? 
God hath huſht away Wars from amongft 
us, and wonderfully ſcattered our fears+ 
And ſhall not ſo merciful a diſpenſation 
excite vs to- a vigorous proſecution of an 
Holy..War, proclaimed between us and our 
Sins? A War in which we were very 
early engaged ;. for in our Baptiſm , we 
were liſteq under Chriſt, as the Generaliſ-, 
{iimo, of all who draw the. Sword to Sa- 
erifice their Luſts ; and to fight againſt the 
x: =: | Work, 


| 4p. wv Www Vt WW  Oo=m=aKawWw uS 


Wu, 4, - 


we _ w _— 


\ 


& Warrington. 


World , the Fleſh and the Devil. And 
ſurely as the conſummation of a long de- 
fired Peace, with our Forreign Enemies, 
affords a favourable Jun&ure for the ad- 
vancement of this great Work; fo ir is 
a powerful Obligation upon us to ſet to 
it in good earneſt. 

No: ſooner were the Children of 1/rae 
come out of Egyptian Bondage, but they 
were called to renew their Covenant with 
God, and what cauſe have we to take up 


the Words of * Ezra, Seeing that thou our 


God, baſt given us ſuch a deliverance as this : 


. Should we again break thy Commandements, 


and joyn in affinity with a People of theſe A- 


5 


* Exr4 Þ. 
I 3, 14+. © 


bominations ; wouldſk not thou be angry with 


us : till thou badſt conſumed us; ſo that there 
ſhould be no rewmant, nor eſcaping ? 

But tho? the Sword be put up, and the 
War ended ; yet for our Untruirfulneſs 
under, and Unthankfulneſs for, ſo great a 
Mercy : God hath been .threatning us in 
theſe Northern parts with another Judg- 
ment, nothing leſs or Inferior to that which 
ment of Famine. 

The Holy God for thoſe vile Abomina- 
tions, and groſs Prophaneneſs, committed 
amongſt us; hath been threatning to break 
the Staff of Bread, and to ſend cleanneſs 
into our Teeth. How hath God been 


.he hath lately removed, ( viz.) a Judg-- 


uniſhing us with Immoderate. Wet and- 


ain, and with a late and thin Harveſt ? 
A3 90 
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So that. our former Deliverances will nat 

ſecure us from future Ruin'; if we harden 

our {elves in a finful way, and wicked 

courſe. If we flight God's Mercies, we 

cannot think to eſcape the ſmart of Judg- 

- ments : For they thar will not learn Righ- 

teauſneſs, by the mild and gentle methods 

| _ of Divine Patience, and Kindneſs, muſt ex- 

* Fudg. $, pe to be taught, as the Men of * Succoth, 

16. With ithe- Thorns and Briars of the Wil- 

derneſs, We Read that the Men of 

T Gen. 14. -f- Sodom were Reſcued from Captivity by 

11314+ 4braham's Sword , not long before they i 

were conſumed by Fire and Brimſtone from i 

Heaven. And ungrateful 1/rael periſhed in i 

the Wilderneſs, after their miraculous de- 

liverance from Egyptian Bondage and ſervi- 

tude. Now God forbid, that all our great 

Deliverances, and Signal Mercies, ſhould 

be attended with fo ſad a conſequent, as 

to: harden us in Sin and ripen ns for De-- 
ſtruction. ES. 

And as this is a JunQure, wherein God 

is thus calling upon us, to put away. our 

Sins, and to endeavour the Reformation 

* F/.32. both of our ſelves,'and others, * That 1ni- 

quity may not- be our Ruin: $o our Ter- 

'Teſtrial Gods *( as Magiſtrates are ſome- 

times called;) have vigourouſly ſet them- 

ſelves to the Advancement of this 1o ne- 

ceſlary a Work. How many Pious Pro- 

.. clamations have been iſſued out within the. 

ſpace of Eight or Nine years ? rn 

| all 


 * nM 
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1! Magiſtrates, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, in. 
heir -ReſpeQtive Stations, to execute the. 
Laws of this Realm againſt Prophaneneſs 
and Immorality,, as they would Anſwer it 


g- to:Allmighty God : and upon pain of their 
h. Majeſty's ( and now 'of - his Majeſty's ) 
ds I bigbeft Diſpleaſure : complaining that by 
x. (= Jong continued negle&t, and connivance 


, {of the Magiſtrates, and Officers concern'd ; 
71. {theſe diſolute Enormities had univerſally 
of M{pread themſelves, to the great diſhonour 
of God, and the ſcandal of our holy Re- 
oy ligion. . Bo $296 

' Theſe Proctamitions have been ſeconded 
by ſeveral Learned and Pions Biſhops, in 


In THE A242 - Back a R ; tx @ 7; 1 T, 
e. © their Letters to. their: Clergy, of their ſe- 
"A veral arid ReſpeRive”Dioceſles - enjoyning 


at I them to Preach againſt the Sins of the Day,” 
14 © and Place wherein they live, and take care. 
as Il they go. before thelr. Flocks in an holy and 
f And. for the. more effeQtual ſuppreſſin 
4 I of all Immorality and Prophaneneſs z1 anc 
 corbing the Exorbitances- of this Ages. 1 


Hd need not ſurely number up-the particular | 
;. | Afts, and Laws, that have been .made by 

-. © tbe late Parliameat, againſt Drunkenneſs, 

-. | Whoredome, Prophane "Swearing and, Curſ- 

\. | ifg, and the notorious Prophanation of the 

j Holy Sabbath» | 

"| nd tho? it hath been an old ſaying, that 


few Nations have better Laws, and worle 
executed then -we haye ; yet for the re-- 
a. A4g - trieving 
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triveing the honour of the Engliſh Nation; 
for averting God's Anger, preventing 0 
Impendin Yodements, and for the ReyiveÞl 
ing of Religion, and the power of Godli- 

neſs, which hath been ſo long dead and 
ſo greatly traducd among us; there are 
not a few at this day, of all Ranks and 
Qualities of Men, throughout the Nation; 
that are willing to help forward this Bleſſed 
Work of a Reformation. And through 
the bleſſing of God, upon the endeavours 
of ſome holy Lots of this Age 3 who have 
been vexed with the filthy Converſation 


of the Wicked ; there hath been a con- fag 


ſiderable check, and ſtop put. to the Im-: 
petuous torrent of Impiety and Prophane- iſ 
neſs 3 where before it uſed to overflow the | 

Banks. : OT oP 
' Surely then it highly concerns us-all, in 
our - Reſpeftive places 'and Capacities, to 
purge -out the 'old 'Leaven of Sin and þ 
Wickedneſs; and to ſtek the Reformation Kir 


| both of our ſelves and others! And ta 


bleſs God there are any amongſt us, who 
are free and forward, to draw forth the 
Sword' of Juſtice, and ſmite therewith, all 
Impudent and Impenitent' Sinners, who 
have hitherto made a' mock at Sin, and 


have -put ori a whores 'forechers..in com-: 


mitting of it, I ſay, there are nota few 
Juſtices of the Peace amongſt us ; who (to 
their. Honour be it ſpoken) have: epenly 


' declar'd their willingneſs, to Execute the 
' WL >5-< 50 Va £4 04: ” BY Ks b a LS 


* . Laws 


+ at Warrington, _. 
Laws "made againſt Prophaneneſs, ahd-De- 
baychery - as. was lately heard 'in«- their 
charge, at the Privy and Quarter Seſſions 
of the Peace, where they | ang Pro- 
feſſed, they would ( upon due Informati- 


— 
- 


cording to the nature of the Offence com- 
mitted by them ; whether it be Drunken- 
neſs, Whoredom, Prophane Swearing and 
Curling, or the Prophanation of the holy 
Sabbath. £08 - 

''And_ are. there any here that -have the 


againſt - Sin and Vice, and Magiſtrates 0- 
liged to puniſh it - and yet they them- 
ſclves-may fit ſtill, and do nothing in it 
Wat be idle ſpectators in this hard and 
difficult undertaking ?. ' I will but ask ſuch 
Fcrſons this ſingle queſtion, Are you under 
Whe Sacred Vows of the Chriſtian Religion, 
nd have you Sworn to be faithful to the 
ingdom and Intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt, Man- 
ully to fight under his Banner, who is the 
2ptain and Leader of our.Salvation; and 
et think your ſelves not concern'd in a 
ork of Reformation ? O Egregious folly 
d madneſs ! Lange 
.Tho?* this IntroduQtion be. already too 
ing, yet I muſt folicite your Patience a 
ttle longer, before I come to conſider the 
ext : For I cannot omit Informing ſome: 
id Reminding others, that at the opening 
theſe Itinerant Leftures, or Monthly 
ES Exerciſg-; 
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on) proceed to puniſh all Offenders, ac- - 


face to ſay, Miniſters are obliged to Preach ' 


vw 


A SERMON Preached | 
ti&.; it' was by a Reverend Brother 
very well; and watinly' proved” a 'Duty , 
_ upon all 'Perſons, 'tot only Magiſtrates "and 
Miniſters, butial{o'others, in their places; 
to help forward this! glorious enterpriſe 
of a Bleſſed Reformation. 'T muſt make '{5 
far bold with'that"'Sertnon, as. from it to 
tell you, that the Execution of Juſtice ſtands 
upon theſetwo Bottoins. -'Fir/f, It depends 
npon prbving the matter of Fa, or the 
giving due Information before a- Lawtful 
Mapiſtrate. 'Secvhdly ,' In Execoting the K., 
Penalty of 'the: Law vpon' the Offender, i; 
ſo infortned” 'againſt. Sg that in order to 
the ſuppreſBag of Sin' and Wickedneſs, it 
is primarily fieceflary , the Perſon before 
whom' the Siti'be committed, take care to 
iriform the' Magiſtrate bf it ; and then ſe- 
condarily, the Magiſtrate proceed to puniſh 
it. And if either the Tnformer , or the; 
Magiſtrate , be Temiſs in their ReſpeQiveſ[-: 
Capacities, Juſtice is obſtruQed, the Efficacy... 
of the Law is NulFd, Sin goes ntpaniſlies n 
and the holy God more and more Provok-fll;. 
ed. Men cry out, againſt the Non-Execu-h.. 
tion of Juſtice, ard complain of the illnef.: 
of their Magiſtrates; whereas ( indeed andjif, 
in truth ) the great fault is amongſt pri 
vate Perſons : Juſtice lies obſtructed here; 
when they connive at. Sinners, and neglet. 
to: give Information of the Sins committec 
before: them, and in their preſence. 


Non 
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-- ; # + Siendodion. Ix 
TY Now after this long Preface, wherein I 
1 Wave ſpent but too much time I ſhall bring 


a i n the Text under this Concluſion, which 
2 Fas 'the Subject chiefly infiſted upon ; z the 


o Erſt of theſe Lecures, ( viz.) That it is 

he duty of all Perſons in their ReſpeQtive 
. Places and . Capacities, to help forward a 
ry ork of Reformation. * This being a duty 
w hen ſo: fully proved upon all Perſons; I 
Mr ave ſince thought with my ſelf, what is 
, Wirſt to be done in this needful.- Work, and 
| hich is the beſt way, .to forward this ſo 

7 


eceſſary and Important a Duty 3 or what 
ourſe we ſhould take to promote the Work 
pf Reformation : And thereupon made 
Whoice of this Text, 
oy Thou Hypocrite | firſt. caſt the Beam out of 
bine own . Eye,, and then ſhalt thou ſee clear- 

to Faſt out the Hote out of they Brothers 
Eye. 

bs his. Chapter is part of that excellent 
Sermon Chriſt Preached on the Mount ; 
nt. I muſt not take time to give. you the 
Mnaliſis of it 3 nor would I be tedious in - 
-«f learing the Coherence of theſe words , 
el ith .what goes before them. And there- | 
ore that 1 may briefly prepare my way to. 
"Wc Text, there are two things in the be- 
T-Sinning of this Chapter to be noted by 
IS, 
_ We have our deareft Lord , flatly 

rohibiting, and ſharply Reproving, all raſh 

nd Precipitous judging of others, verſe the 
= oF Fudge not, &c, 2. We 
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' 2, We have him enforceing this his Pro.iſſ 5 
hibition and Reproof, by ſeveral Reaſon; 
and Arguments, ES = 
1. By our Raſh cenſuring and Condem-ity 
ning others; we render our {flves obgoxibo 
ous to the Juſt cenfure and Judgment of 
the great God, verſe the 1/}, Fudge not rhatft 
ye be not Judged. : ' 
2. We ſhould not thus raſhly Judge and 
cenſure others ; becauſe we are ſure to b<het 
Paid in our own coyn, verſe the 24. Folt 
with what Judgment ye Jadge, ye ſhall b 
Judped ;, and with what Meaſure ye meet, it 
Ball be Meaſured to you again. | 
3. We ſhould avoid this Sin of an un- 
wary -and uncharitable Judging of others 
becauſe we may poſlibly, be guilty of ſome 
greater fault and crime our ſelves, verſe 
the 3d. And why-beboldeſ® thou the Mote tha 
& #1 thy Brothers Eye, but confidereft not 'tht 
. oy Bear that is in thine own Eye? - The WordP. 
* Barwew ; the * Orripinal ſignifies ſomething more} 1. 
, then a bare. beholding and ſeeing of ano-+ 
thers fault : For it imports a nice andiffii 
curious prying into the faults and failings 
_ of other Perſons ; it ſignifies a curious and}ll) v 
critical Eye, in inſpe&ing other Mens Pe 
Attions, with an intent and purpoſe toffan 
Reprove them. | = 0 
4. This is ſuch a thing as. renders -nsot 
very unfit and improper Perſbns to Rel - 
. form others, verſe the 4th. Or bow wilt thou 
- (ay to thy Brother, let' me pull out the Mote 
00 X 047 
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: AS me Eye ; and behold a Beam fs 5 
Eye * 
er This raſh and uncharitable Judging 
others, with an aptneſs to ſpie faults in 
- bem, doth carry the Face of great —_ 
1 ry and Hipocrifie in it. Yerſe the 5th. 
i bow Fipocrite firſt caſt the Beam out of t = 
eye, and then ſhalt thou ſee clearly, t9 caſt 
"at of mote, out of thy Brothers eye, 
No fſurer note- and Mark of Hipocrifie ; 
ndſhen a forwardneſs to Judge and condema 0- 
hers, for that which a man Is Guilty of him- 
FOE 
be There are two things 4 in the Text to be 
#FÞoken to ,, which may be comprehended 
theſe two Propoſitions 
.” 1, Propo, That it is a Chriſtian Frater- 
| part and duty to caſt the Mote out of 
neſſur Brothers eye. 
ſl 2. Propo. That we ma more Regularly 
bat@pmfortab y and EffeQually performe this 
riſtian Brotherly Office ; we muſt firſt of. 
* caſt the Beams our of our own eyes. 
$1 ſhall ay ſomething to the Firſt of theſe 
10« = __—_ - tho 1 donot intend to inſiſt 
upon it becauſe I ſhall rather take it for 
- nted, then make my Buſineſs to prove . 
nd 7 work 1s to dire, rather then to excite 
ens Perſwade, to Reformation. Firſt caſt the 
toFam out of thine own eye; and then ſhalt 
' Fruſkee clearly to caſt the Mote ous of thy 
-vſ8 thers eye. 


And 
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here by Brother in the Text ? .' For tho” till 
word: Brother, "hath varions' Accepratiq 
in Holy Scripture, | yet we need: not: mth 
Scruple the' uſe of the 'word in this plagh: 
The word is ſometimes put and uſed propa 
iy: for a natural Prother;. which -is efchlÞ 
an half Brother, both by* one' Father: h 
not by a Mother as az and 1/mael*; off 
full Brother, both by: Father and'Mother, Merc 
Foſeph and Benjamin, Cain and Abell, E/Wc 
and Facob. - And'ſometimes'it-is put and ws 
ed Improperly,, for a Kinſman, companioghy 
or Neighbour, a Friend; and an 'acquaintaniri 
The word is put forall theſe*in-holy'Scrils 
ture, and if you pleaſe, you may take it in aſh 
theſe Reſpedts ; becauſe unto all of theſe; ic 


areindaty Bound and'Obliged to do-all rifific 


good we can; 'tho' by many Expoſitours, tliffitf 
word Brother in the Text, ts interpreted 
6ur- Nejghbour. 'Yet. if our Brother in aulffſp. 


of theſe” Reſpetts 1 have Named ; ThatM: : 


if either our Natural Brother, or any of olfifih: 
Retations, Neighbours, Friends or Acquainf 
tance have a Mote in their eye, it,is a Chrilli 
tian Brotherly part to caſt it out, Ker: 


- . > 


"And may it be thought Neceſſary to ſhe 
you whar is meant by a Mote or Beam int 
eye, and what 'is meant by caſting of thei 
out. By motes, we may underſtand the on 


ward and external] Ads of Sin, which Wikt 


ſhould Labour to caſt out of our Brothahri 


life. And by Beams in our own ; we m 
: uſt 


*f% 


 Khderftand, either Sins that are jo themſelves 
Feat, or ele the ſame Sins, which our Bro- 
Wer commits, that are Beams in- us, by be- 
ofÞiding, them in our Brother, but, not in our 
wllltves. This is a Beam ( a Mqnſfrous Sin.) 
1Þ be caſt out of all of us, whey, we can Spie 
F1ts in others but none in our Selves. _ 
Ml So that the . Summ and Sence of the pro- 
blefition is this. It is a Chriſtian Brotherly 
orfert.and duty, to reclaime and reforme aux 
r Mother, to prevent his. Sining,. and. tq 
E/Scover him out of a wicked and Impi; 
1 ſs ' courſe of life; if fallen. into it, If 
ioffkr Brother be overtaken with the Sin of 
ranronkenneſs, Whoredome, prophane Swear 
ris and curſing, or the Prophanation, of th 
aÞly Sabbath, or any other ſuch like Sos.and 
:; ices ; it is a Brotherly part and.Duty.ta 
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real Chriſtion Love amongſt us ; we ſhou| 
Strive more by this meanes, to caſt the Mots 
out of each others eyes. I'll not fay, hoj 
often we are thus to endeavour the Purging 
and cleanſing our Brothers eyes, from tt 
Motes of Sin that are in, and the Scurfeq 
 Prophaneneſs that Grows npon them. But 
weFind there is no hope of licking our Bre 
theren whole, if all our Gentle and mild: 
tempts to reforme them, Prove ineffeQiual 
if it be an old Sore and diſtemper undg- 
which our Brother Labours : we are the 
to make uſe of another remedy ; and tryiſj + 
this running Plague and Iſſue can be Stopthjll / 
the Execution of Juſtice. We are then ol 
of a Brotherly Chriſtian reſpeQ, to repre 
ſent ſuch Perſons unto the Magiſtrates 
Offenders ; who are a terrour unto evil do;þ 
ers, and who are ſaid in Scripture, + nt 
+ tom 12+ bear the Sword in vain, but to be the Miniſte 
3* ©. of God, and Revengers to Execute wrath upd 9 
them that do evil. | 
We read that ſome Devils, were not callff 
out, but with. great difficulty. So we ma} 
expe©t that the cure .of our Sining Brethren V 
or a work of Reformation, upon thoſe wh *! 
have been long accuſtomed- unto Sin ; wil 
not be effeAed and wrought. with a lit 
adoe. Thereis now a remedy in the Lai 
for all Impudent and Impenitent Tran! 
greſſours, and were it but duely apply* 
there are great hopes of 'a good Opperatio 
We have. known and Heard of ſome, ks þ | 
an 
P 


0 the Law direds 


at Warrington. 
have Spent their ſubſtance upon Philicians , 
for the cureing of a diſeaſed and infirm 
Body : and yer after all, they have catryed 
their Diſtempers to their Graves. But 
were we ſo kind and Charitable to our 
Brethern , that Labour under Spiritual 
Maladies, and have the ſad Symtoms of eter- 
nal Death upon them; as to put them to the 
expences and Charge, of paying ſo much ( as 
; for every prophane 
' Oath and: curſe, ſo much for being Drunk, 
MW and fo much for the- prophanation of the 
holy Sabbarh; ir might have an Happy 
A Tendency, not onely to avert the heavy 
Judgments . of God, that at this day threa- 


»: #-ten our Land,” but alſo. towards the ever- 


Mlaſting Salvation of their Precious and Im- 
' mortal Souls, | 

| I know very well, that ſuch Indications 

A of our Chriſtian Love, . are no ways Plea(-. 
ing vnto Fleſh and Blood ; and they will be 

Y ſomething Strange at the Firſt 3 becauſe 


. maſh) wickedneſs and Impiery hath gone ſo long, 


with an. open Braſen Face. The power and 
Practice of Religion: and Godlineſs hath lien 
long out of doorsz and we have been 


ir greatly pleaſed with the Speculative part on- 


Ky. The great noiſe for theſe many Years, in 
this part of the Chriſtian world, hath been 
Yabout the Lighter marters of the Law Mint, 
Anniſs, and. Cummin ;-. Meats and - Drinks, 

wherein the. Kingdom of: God doth. not 
CON» 
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conſiſt, The great talk and Zeal hath been 
about things leſs Neceſſary, and more ab- 
{cure and doubtfull ; . men doting :about he 
Queſtions, and Strifes of words, whereof Wo 
cometh envy, Strife, Railings and evil Sur- WPr 
miſeings. This is that, with which we have 
been but too much taken up, for a long 
time, Sir 


Now. I ſay, that tho” the Prefſing vpon [rej 
People a life and practice, Suitable to their me 
Chriſtian. profeſſion, will be ſome thing un- 
plealing at the firſt: Yet we muſt not gra- 
tifie, and Humour Inſincere people, in their 
Soft and delicate ſelf choſen Religion : 
ſhould we thus doe , we ſhould not be faith- 
full to the Souls of our. Brethren; whoſe 
grand Intereſt and Neceſſary concernment, Wit! 
3s to live in the Power and Practice of God-' 
tineſs, and Religion. This is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to be Taught and Preſt with al! Au- Þ 
thority; it matters not, that the Carnal and Fit; 
Senſnal Perſon doth not Reliſhit :. For we 
are herein to Imitate: careful and -Prudent 
Phyſicians, who: when-they come to. their 
Patients, do not ask- them: what they Love 
beſt ; and then Preſcribe. what is moſt pleaſs 
ing, to their Pallars, tho' moſt hurtfall; but 
Informeing themſelves well of the'Caſe of the: 
diſeaſed, they-Preſeribe*and prepare what 
they judge to be moſt Proper for them, tho: 
it be no- whit Grateful], or acceptable ton; 
them. . Non 


at Warrington, 
Now there are three Special Benefits, that 
ariſe from this Chriſtian Charitable.repre- 
henſion and admonition, which may be as 
ſo many Arguments, to enforce upon us the 
Practices of this Duty, 
| 1 By this meanes, our Offending and 
Sinning Brethern may be reformed. And 
indeed this is the Primary end of Chriſtian 
reproofe ; even the reformation and amend- 
ment of our Brother, and how Bleſſed a 
fork this is; * Let him know that he Fan. 5. 
that converteth the Sinner from the errour of 29% «» 
his ways, ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, and 
: Wha bide'a Multitude\ of Sins. 


e WW 2 By this Chriſtian reprehenſion and admo» 
4 Wiition,others may be brought to take warr- 

- ($0g,51te 4 Scorner.and the ſample will beware 1, p;yye, 194 
and reprove one that hath underſtanding, and 25. 
be will underſtand Knowledge, Alterius Per- 

Witio it tua catitio, When we behold other 
nen' Ship-wrackt, this may make us look 
well to our own: Tackling. O how uſefull 
Trofitable may the reproving of one Sinner 
ve to many. others? This niay have a Hap- 

Wy tendency ro the promoting a work of 
Reformation in others, Ro 


--3 'He' who lives in the Praftice of this 
Tbriſtian Duty of Brotherly Repreheniion 
Wd Admonition ; ſhall be Sure to deliver 

Mn  B2 his 
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his own Soul, aad procure a Bleſſing upon 
Prov, 24, himſelf. But to them that rebuke the wickelj 
243 259 ſhall be delight; anda good Bleſſing ſhall cont 
#pon them. Read alſo Levit. 19. 17. Tho 
hat not hate thy Brother in thine Heart ,, bu 
ſhalt in any wiſe reprove him, and not ſuffa 
Sim to be upon him. Not to reprove our Bro. 
ther when he Sins? and not ro Warn hin 
when Grilty of Sinfull Practices, 1s an Ar- 
gument of our hating our Brother. Ye 
if we Suffer our Brother to Sin, who upal,. 
Chriſtian Reprehenfion,, or Information tal 
ſome Lawfull Magiſtrate, might be amend 
ed; we ſhall bear his Sin for him. Qs 
Emendare Poteſt, et negligit, Participem Se 
facit ;, ſaith one. He thar can reforme ano- 
ther, and doth not, maketh himſelf partaker 
of his Sin. And thus 1 have done with tha 
Firſt Propoſition in the Text; 1t is the S:- 
cond I intend to Speak more fully to, | | 


2 Propoſition. That for our more Regular 
omfortable and Succeſsfull performing thigh, 
Chriſtian Brotherly Office, of caſting the 
More out of our Brothers eye, we ſhoul 
Firſt take care, to caſt the Beams out of our 
own( Firſt caſt the Beam out of thine own 
eye, and then ſhalt thou See clearly, to call 
the mote ont of thy Brothers eye. ) One that 
would reform another, whether. he be Ma: 
giſtrate, or a Miniſter, or a private Perſon 
ftwuld Firſt take care to Reform oy 

Y ha. , os, F: 116 Dy 


at Warrington. 
This is the thing that every one who pro- 
ores the work of Reformation in others, 
zould be eſpecially carefull of. Reformers 
"ould be examples of all purity, Chaſtity, 
eekneſs, Temperance and Heavenly mind- 
dneſs; and then may they with comfort, 
"Mer vpon the Practice of this Chriſtian Bro- 

p herly Duty of Reforming others, 


Not, but that we may all know very well, 
"What a thankleſs Office, the Office of a Re- 
rmer is; or one that Promotes the-Re- 
Wrmation of Sinners. There are bur too 
"Wany Scorners, who hate to be reformed, 
Wnd make a Mock of Sin. And tho' all be 
'FWot thus wicked; yer it is rare.to meet with 
Perſon, who thinks not hardly of thoſe 
Who do admoniſh him._ : This was the frame 
Wd Temper of Spirit 'the S5domites were of, 
hen bur Genrly reproved by holy Zot'; 
Wy Brethern do not ſo wickedly, Yet for this T ©7,19- 
'Wey thought hardly of him. + I/hat, will > 
' W's Fellow be a judge, that came but the other 
Wa to Sojourne? Ver : 9, of the Same 
Wiapter. So we Read, that the Prophet doth 
Wc find Fault with Amazzab, and preſently 
Wc Kings eyes are Blinded, * 1d his heart 
-*Wpardened, and be Anſwers the Prophet, who * 2 Cbr0%. 
Wade you of the Kings Councill * He looked 25 3% 
MW the Prophet a Medling Perion, as a bu- 
W& vody in other mens Matters; as one 
p had a mind xo Prie info State affaires, 
"WW 


A SER M ON' Preached 
So when the Blind man did bur find fault 


Tb,9, 34» with the Phariſees, for their perſecuteins$h 


of Chriſt, how do they take it at his Hands, Mo: 
'Art thou altogether conceived and Born infſen 
Sin, and wilt thou teach us * They quicklyſWn 
looked upon his Blindneſs and Birth, and 
concluded he was a greater Sinner then other 
men, and therefore could not think, he 
ſhould reform them. If we would take up-ſx 
on us the Office of reforming others, we 
ſhould take care that we he of unblamea4 
ble Lives our ſelves, This is our firſt work; 
we muſt begin at home, and Sweep clean be- 
fore our own doors, before we find fau| 
with our Neigbour. We ſhould: firſt ge 
the Beams out of our own eyes, before we 
attempt to caſt the Motes out of our Brec 
thers eyes, Let the Phifcian firſt cur 

himſelf ; and then he:will have more Pati: 
ents, and may, with greater Encouragement 
begin to Practice. Th 


But here I come to ſpeak to three things 
1/t. I ſhall ſhew you, who are to reform: 
themſelves. 24. I ſhall ſhew you,of_whar the. 
ſhou'd reforme themfelves. '3d. why theſſot 
ſhould firſt reforme themſelves before the 
ſet upon this work of reforming others. 


I 1 ſhall ſhew you whoare to Reform the 
ſelves. And in the general; all are-to reform 
and liyean holy, Examplary life and confgre 
6 T1 yer ſationhe 


&t Warrin ton. 


Frerfition. All perſons are to Set about” 


his great and needfull work, both high and 
ow, Rich and poor, Male and Female, bond 
and Free; Perſons of all Ranks, degrees 


ly Wand - Qualities whatſoever ; from him thar 


itteth upon the Throne; to the Hewers 
of Wood, and drawers of Water. There 
s not one that can plead an Immunity, and 
xemption, from this ſo Neceſſary and Im- 
portant a: Duty ; None that can truely ſay, 
Wm left to my- own Choyce, whether I will 


k-Meform or no*; but all are to Set upon this 


ork of ſelf Reformation. Particularly. 


. 1 This- is the work of all Magiſtrates ; 


welfof all- who Handle the Sword of Juſtice, 
They eſpecially are to reform. This is the 
Duty of 'great men;-and men in place and 
Power.. It's not the Duty and part of the ' 


Poorer and: Meaner Sort of People onely ; 
dot a work for the more Rich and Honour- 
able, and ſuch whoſe place and Office is to 
Yeanifh others that Offend. 


al Not the” poor onely, that -are toreform 
Wot their Intemperance, uncleanneſs, Pro- 
Wphane Curſing and Swearing, and the pro- 
phanation of the holy Sabbath, but the Bro- 
ther of high degree is to Engage himſelf 
in if: Theſe are the Perſons that ſhould 


mmake ſure of a ſelf Reformation - For the 


greater the perſons., the greater are 


onFitheir Sins. And the groſs Immoralityes of 


B 4 ma- 


4; 


I, 


x Tim, 4, horts Timothy, Till I come, grve attendance to 
13, 
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many Magiſtrates are no Small cauſe of that 
great Inundation of Impiety and Prophane- 
neſs, that hath overſpread the Face of this Wrhe 
Kingdom ;, and there's cold hopes of Serling Wan 
this Bleſſed work of Reformation in any EWni! 
good Succeſsfull method ; till ſuch time as M 
Magiſtrates, who have the Sword of 3«uſtice, Wit 
.are either reformed, or removed. With Pr 
what face and courage can a prophane Ma-Meu! 
giftrate execute the Laws, or the Penaltics ſWhn 


* Rom, 2, of the Laws,againſt prophaneneſs. * There- WSir 


fore thou art inexcuſable, O man, whoſoever thou YM 
art that Judgeſt : for wherem thou Judgeſt a- Wye: 
nother, thou condemneſt thy ſelf, for thou that 
Judgeſt, doſk the ſame things, Read allo, 
verſe the 21, '22, 23, of the ſame Chap. 
Thou” therefore that Teacheſt another ; 
Teacheſt thou not thy ſelf, Thoywwho ſay- 
eſt a man ſhould not commir adultery , doſt 
thou commitAdvitery. > Magiſtfates whoſe:iſp 
Office is to Puniſh others for theirViolations 
of the Law ; - ſhould look to obſerve the 
Law themſelves. They ſhould be of holy | 
unblameable Lives and converſations. | 


. 2 This ſelf Reformation is the work of. 
all Miniſters. They of all Perſons, ſhould 
look after this work, and approve their 
works to the Lord. Thus the Apoſtle Ex- 


Reading, Exhortation and Do#rine, and wer ſe 
the 16. Take heed unto thy ſelf, and unto thy 1 
EET oof Sos int, © £219 gr wote (0. 


at Warrington.” 25 
Dodrine ; continue in them ; For in ſo doing, 

thou ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf and them that hear 

thee, Aarons bells Hung at his Feet, What 

an uncomely thing it is, for a Prophane Mi- 
yEniſter to Preach againſt Prophaneneſs. A 

3 Miniſter given to Swearing , Preach againſt 

e Mit; ora Miniſter given to Intemperance , 

h MPreach againſt it? Turpe eff Dodors, cum 

- Mculpa redarguit ipſum; How harſh and 

s Munpleafing is it, to hear - Vice correcting 

» MSin? Clodius accuſat Moechos, The Sins of a 

4 EMiniſter are very Dangerous, how fine ſoe- 

- Myer his Preaching be, for his Practice will 

t Mgoe further then his Preaching ;-and they 

, who Forget his Sermon, will remember his. 
Example. If a Miniſter be bur alittle lea- 
vened, it is much if moſt of his Auditory be 

not Sowred thereby. -If the Nurſe be Sick; 

the Child that Sucks the Breaſt, is in Dan- 

ver to Suck the diſeaſe from her} O how 

much doth it concern Miniſters to Fad holy 

and Heavenly Lives ! + Thou who Rreacheſt 

z man ſhould not Steal ; doſt thou Steal-? doſt y xy 2, 
Fhou commit Adultery ? Art thou covetous 21, * 
and contentious? Art thou unclean and In- 
emperate? And Preacheſt againſt all theſe 
hings ? Miniſters ſhould Eſpecially be of 


Po 


—_—y CTY 


r Wooffenſive Lives, becauſe it is their-work 
- (nd - Office, to Preach this up to others. 4 
» M1-hey ſhould as much as poſſible be free from 

e {il Sin;becauſe they Preach againſt all Sin,and 

y Fre toreprove with an holy boldneſs every 

; Fin, be it in who it will, Poor or Rich, Small or 


Great 
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great, | It-is ſaid of Tacitues that” he took the 
fame Liberty to write the Emperous lives 
that they took in leading them. Thus 
fhould the Minifters doe in feproving of 
Sinners. - But how can a Miniſter do thus, 
unleſs he be unblameable himſelf? The 
Sharpeſt Sermons of a wicked Prophane 
Miniſter, againſt Groſs Sins and Immorali- 
ties, are but like a Smooth, File 3 or a Say 
whoſe Teeth are brokenz or a Knife- that 
hath loft it's edge. 


3 This folf Reformation 1s the work of 
all private-Perſons; of 'all* who would dray 
the Motes out of their Brothers eyes. They 
ſhould begia (hero... Firſt, -and reform them- 
ſelves. The.converſa.ions'of all: men,. even 
of -private Perſons, -as -well as Magiſtrates, 
and Miniſters, ſhould correſpond and com- 
port with "that holy profeſſion which they 
make. What have we to doe with any baſe 
and ſordid PraQice: who le under the $a- 
cred vows of the Chriſtian Religion? I know 
zndeed it.is a moſt Lamentablething, to ſee 
men call themſelves Sons of*the Church, 
by a Subſcrption 'to her Artrcles, aſſume to 
themſelves the. Title of Orthodox ; and yer 
be the greateſt Blemiſhes of it ; and forfeit 
that worthy. 'appellation, by holding the 
Truth in'unrighteouſneſs, Liveing as if the 
commandments + had-no . Relation ._ ro the 
Creed ; or asif by the Belicfe of what is 

| ba ahh rus 


les. + "I __— ——_— " oe” BS ©» a a 
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true, they could .Satisfie for what is Evil. 
Pudet hac opprobria Nobis &c. We may 
Bluſh at this ſo great wickedneſs. It was 
a charge long ago laid upon Chriſtianity ; 
That it was better known in the Leaves of 
Books, then inthe lives of Chriſtians and 
hence it is, that many are hardened in their 
wickedneſs, It is the purity of Chriſtians 
lives, that is the belt attractive to winn 0- 
thers to the Love of Religion. This is the 
Gold that ſhould overlay the Temple of 
Chriſts Church : and would make others in 
Love with Yts Beauty. This was one Hap- 
py means for. the incredible increaſe of con- 
verts, in the Primitive times 3 even the ho- 
ly and examplary Lives -of Chriſtians. But. 
converts came in'Slgwer when thoſe who: 
profeſſed - Religion? began to coel-in their: 
Zeal, and Slacken in the 'Strictneſs of their 
Lives.' "Thus- you fee all are to Set upon: 
this work of ſelf reformation ;-not only Ma- 
eiſtrates and Miniſters, bur -alſo private 
*Perſons, 
of reformers, | 


'2 Icome now to Shew you, of what we 


all muſt reform ouy ſelves. - And that I 


' may not be tedious in Numbering particu-- 


lars, PlI onely fay inthe Generall.; we are 
to Reform of all Sins. We are to aban- 
don every evil way ; we muſt not onely take 
care to avoid thoſe Sins, whereof we accuſe 
and condemn our Brother, but we ſhould 
free our ſelves from Sin in every kind. 
FOG ; #43. ..5 . Tho? 


all who take upon them the Office' 


23 . 
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Tho? we be no Swearers, no Drunkards, or 


Whotemaſters, or prophaners of the $Sab- 
bath ; tho' we be free from thoſe Sins, which 
bring us under tie laſh of the Law ; yet we 
may be very unhrt to reform others. There 
may be Beams in onr own eyes, that ſhould 
Firſt be caſt out, before we attempt the Re- 
formation of our Brethern. 


There are indeed a Sort of Perſons, who 
if they do not live-in Whoredom, and 
Groſs Intemperance ; open Prophaneneſs, 
and Brutiſh ſeaſualiry, think all is well with 
them, and they cry out with the Phariſce, 
that they are not as other men are ; Ex- 
tortioners,. unjuſt , Adulterers: whereas 
they may be free from theſe more Groſs 
PraQtices, and yet need to be reformed, as 


well as others. O! be not deceived, you 


are not Poſſibly ſo and ſo Vitious in your 
outward converſation ; but if there be with- 
ia of the Heart, malice, hatred, envy, un- 
charitableneſs, ſelf exalting, Inordinate af- 
feftions to the world, Covetouſnefs &c. 
T heſe are enough to diſcourage a man from 
his: Duty of reforming others; and may 


deſcrvedly bring him under the denomina- 


tion of a wicked Perſon, that needs to be re- 


formed. You will grant the Devils are. 


| bad-enovgh, it is becuaſe of their Pride, en- 
vy &c, For the Groſs Sins of the Fleſh, 

| They are ngt lyable to them. Sirs! do we 
i : | ie 
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ſee one living -a Bruitiſh Senſval life, wal- 
lowing in his filthy luſts, laying the reins 
upon the Neck of his Impetuous corrupti- 
ons; ſuch a one is to be reformed ? 1, bur 
' would you Set about this work comfortably, 
and efteQually ; you muſt not onely free 
your ſelves from the Sins of which you 


would reform your Brother, but alſo from - - 


all Sins in every kind ? If yon be worldly, 
proud, Havghty, and be under the Power 
of earthly affeRtions, you ſhould reform 
'your ſelves, and caſt thoſe Beams out of 
your own eyes Firſt, before you attempt to 
caſt the Mates out of your Brother's eyes. 


mis 


3 I' Now come to ſhew you why, and up- 
on what account we ſhould thus endeavour- 
to reform our. Selves, -before we begin ta 
reform others. 


bd k emaa k £4 WS e' Y wo Fong we 


REASONS, 


1 Unleſs we have (in ſome good degree) 

a clear conſcience, and be of an nnblamea- 
bl= life ; we cannot find fault with our Bro- 
ther, and begin to refgrm him ; but we Sin 
againſt our Office whether he be a Magiſ- 
trate that is to Puniſh offenders, or a Mi- 
niſter that Preacheth againſt Sin, or a pri- 
rate Perſon that reproves for Sin, or gives 
Information to the Magiſtrate againſt ſuch 
a Sin 3 unlels he be: ſomething clear in his 
| OWN 


Gal. 6 4 


; 7im392, ers, They ſhonld themſelves be Blameleſs, 


demning; vs. What Stings and Gripes of 
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own Conſcience he cannot diſcharge this 
Dnty towards his Brother but he Sins a- 
gainſt his Office, and that becanſe the Office 
of a reformer Binds him to be holy, and of 
an unblameable life; what the Apoſtle 
ſaith of Goſpel Biſhops ; may be faid of all 
that take upon them the Office of Reform- 


If a man would Reform another of Swear- 
ing, he himſelf ſhould be one that Fears an 
Oath ; or if he would reform another of 
Drunkenneſs, he himſelf ſhould be very 9! 
Temperate; if of uncleanneſfs, he himſelf {Wal 
ſhoula -be very Chaſt. If a man would Re- Id 
farm another of being contentious, and 
Quarrelſome, he himſelf ſhould be meek and 
Peaceable. If a man would: Reform ano- 
ther 'of being.carnal ; he, ( 9iz.) The Re- 
former ihould be Spirituall, If any man be 
overtaken with a taulr, ye that are Spiritn- 
al, reſtore ſuch a one. The Reformer, the % 
Reſtorer muſt be Spiritual, it is no going to (2! 
caſt the Motes out of -oor Brothers eye, W-4 
while we haye-Beams in'our own. | a 


2 Unleſs we be of inculpable lives ,” and IÞ'* 
have Conſciences ( in ſome-good degree ) i 
void of offence ; we cannot reform our Bro- 
ther,” ſo mildly and fo: Softly, but we ſhall 

awaken our own Conſiences and put then WW 
upon the. ſame Office of - accuſing and Cor- 


Con- 


at Warrington. | 
onſcience doth a man that is wicked ( and 
Wonſcious to himſelf of his own wickedneſs 
neet with, even when he 1s about to Re-- 
Yrm others from their Sins ? ſurely he can- 
ot but think and think again, upon the A- + gon. > 
oftles words. - Therefore thou art in excuſa- 1. 
Je O man, whoſoever thou art that Judgeſt ; 
,r wherein thou udgeſk another thou condem- 
eſt thy ſelf; for thou that Tudgeſt, doeſt the 
ame things. One who takes upon him the 
dffice of a Reformer ſhould himſelf, be a 
-y Wonſcientious Liver, otherwiſe he doth but 
ake way ifor his own Conſcience to Sting 
nd gnaw him. Nay, 1t hard for a wick- 
d man' to put any Face upon a work of re- 
ormation, We may ſee this verified in the 
cribes and Phariſees, in their accuſeing a: 
oman taken 1n adultery. 4nd they when 
bey heard it; being convited by their own 
onſciences 5 went out, one by one, beginning at 
be eldeſt, even unto the Laſt. They were 
omething Seyere with this- Woman, till 
:briſt bid them look unto themſelves ; and 
Wiere for Stoneing her, or puting herto 
ome cruel Death, till Chr: directed then 
ow to Stone: her.? he that is without Sin 
among. you; Let him Firſt caſt a Stone art 
er, - When: they. heard this, then their 
{wn Confciences began to Rouſe up and a- 
maken, whereupon . they: had none of-them, - 
the: Face or Courage, to take up a Stone: 
0 Throw at this Woman,” . Fherefore it: 
Pp cot 
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concerns us all to -ſet npon this work 9 
ſelf Reformation; in the Firſt place, to caf 
the Beams out of our own eyes Firſt , befor 
we attempt to cait the Mortes out of ou 
Brothers eyes. -/ 


3 Except we be of an holy unblameah| 
Life, the reproof we give to others, wil 
but be retorted upon. our ſelves, and caſt a 
dung in our own Faces. One thar is not offiff js 
a Serions, ſober, conſcientious | life, can(iff x] 
Scarce find fault with his Offending Brother, 
but it's a Thouſand ro one, he hears of hi 
own Miſcarriages-; and if his weak Brotherlf c 
have a hole in his Coat, art the time he if 1 
Reprooved, he will rent it our. - A mans; 
cannot goe about to-reform his Brother, butWl of 
he will Inſtantly bring in the eyes of all o-M; 
thers upon himſelf, All mens eyes are up» 
on a reformer ; and they look Strictly andifca; 
very obſervingly upon ſucha Perſon; -andſan 
if any thing in the world be amiſs in ſuch aifh 
man ; they will be ſure to. mark it, andlgy 
make more adoe of | that then if it had been, 
ſome greater fault in another Perſon. . And 
how common a thing is it to ſee the re- 
proof given- retorted and caſt.in thee teeth 
of him that gives it. What,do you reprove 
me of Sin? whois a greater Sinner then 
your ſelf. ? Doe youtell . me of my Swear-Wyj1 
ing , * Intemperance, unclegneneſs and they, 


like, Who more addiQedj to ſuch Sinsgy; 


then 


— 
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then your ſelf ? Pray begin at Home, Re- 
forme your ſelf. Some mens repoofes dce 
Recoil upon therpſelves. And indeed every oy 
one defires, if,muſt be Smitten, that it "* 
may be by the Hand of the Righteous. 

* Let the Righteous ſmite me, it ſhall be a * ?ſals 
bel Kindneſs; and let him reprove me, it ſhall be 41s 5s 
vill a excelent Oyl, which ſhall not break my 

lll Head. The good advice of a wicked 'man, 

Ol is Spoil'd by © the Stinking breath of him 

418 that gives It. 


4 Unleſs we be ſomething clear in our 
Conſciences, and be' of holy unblameable 
Lives ; our Reforming others from their 
Sins, will but be1looked upon as a piece 
of Prevarication, and Hipocrſze with Al- 
Wmighty God, This you, have Eſpecially 
noted in the Text, thou Apocrite Firſt 
caſt out the Beam 'out of thine own eye, 
Wand then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to caſt out 
1Fthe Mote ont' of thy Brothers eye. With- 

out this all our repooſes and admonitions, 
elFall our Complaints and Informations, in 
order to Reforme our Brother, will be 
<-Flooked UPON, as a peice of Mockery. And 
Ufindeed. 'what can be a greater piece of y 
VeEmockery then this, 'to cry out of Sin.in 
<lFothers, 'and commit it our ſelves? Sirs 
will you cry out, and Complain of your 
heFBrothers faults, and never look upon your 
Town ! © what is this but Aypocri/ze > thou 
—_— | GC Hypo- 


Hipocrite Firſt caſt out the Beam out of 
\ thine own. eye, When a man goes to. 
find fault - with another, before he hath Wp 
Reformed himſelf, , this 3s Aipocriſie, for MW, 

when -a man _'Refarmes another, he takes i , 

| upon him a form of one that is zealous _ 

. ' againſt Sin, and an Enemy to all .Sinfull MY. 
Practices .; Now what is this but Zipocri/ze ? lc. 
And..indeed this is the way of the Hipo- MW. 

crite, to fault others. for what, he himſelf IM, ; 


is Guilty of. * » + 


. 5. To. Reforme another before} we -have 

Reformed our ſelyes, is that which carries WW a, 
+ rm, 2, {elf Condemnation a long with it. -F Thou 
Ls Condemneſt thy . ſelf ;.. for thou that judgeſt i fe 
goth the ſame things, _ 'T'o condemn another WW ;þ 

for Sin, when we are Sinners onr ſelyes; 

ts to Condemn our ſelves at the ſame time, 

We expoſe our ſelves to the juſt Judg- 

ment of the great God, who fees all our 
works and AQions. And what, an odd W; 
and abſurd thing 'is #t, to find fault with 
others, for what we dog our ſelves. How 
ill doth the word of reproofe. Sound in 
the Mouth of a wicked: Perſon. To. Steal 
_ and yet forbid Stealing; to Swear our 
ſelves, and yer forbid Swearing, ; "To be 
Covetous, contentious, and yer cry. out 
againſt theſe Sins in .others ; What 1s this 
bub to draw down Judgments.,upon ours 
we " fLelves? 


o IR ” 
wal, 
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ſelve. Therefore that we may diſcharge 
this our ,Chriſtian Office and Duty to our 
Brother, caſting the Motes out of his eyes, 
we ſhould Firſt take care to caft the Beams 
out of our own. Thy is the way and 
courſe we ſhould take, :in Promoting 
a work of Reformation And indeed we 
cannot expet to be very ſucceſsful in 
- Many ofjour endeavours to reform others, 
f Wrill ſach time as we have done thus much 
WF for our felves. 


0 and WV” | G8 To oy we Sy 


b I Now come to the Improvement and 
5 WM Application of this Point; and _ irſt by 
V BE way of Inference, ſhould we Reform our 
Il ſelves before 'we begin to Reform our Bro- 
TY ther2 Then : 


1 This may let all of us ſee wherein 
we have*miſt. For how often have /1a- 
giſtrates, *. Miniſters and private Perſons 
gone Irregularly about: this work. Let 
the Magiſtrate firſt Reforme himſelf, and 
then he may better ſee how to execute 
Tuſtice upon Offenders; Let the Miniſter 
firſt Reforme himſelf, and then he may bet- 
Wer ſee how to Preach: this, up to others; 
7 private Chriſtian firſt reforme him- 
uBfſelf, and then He will ſee better how to 
VEreforme his Brother; Let us caſt the Beams 
ont of our -own 'eyes firſt, and then we 
ſhall ſee more an” caſt the 'Motes 
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. out of our Brother's eyes. How: have we 

| all been guilty of this Hyſteron Proteron, of 
putting the firſt thing in the Second place, 
Have we not begun at the wrong end off 
our work, and inyerted the order of our 
duties, True! it is a duty to Reform; 
our Brother; but the duty of ſelf refor- 
mation, ſhould take the Firſt place. - They 
are both Duties ; but in the order ; of Na 
cure, the one ſhould preceed the other; wel 
ſhould Firſt caſt the Beams out of our own 
eyes, before we caſt the Motes out of our 
Brother's eyes. And indeed I cannot; but 
think, one great cauſe and reaſon, why 
AAagiſtrates have been no more a terror un- 
to evil doers ; and 24miſters no more ſuc- 
ceſsfull in their work, is becaule both have 
been too Remils in their reformeing them- 
ſelves. They. have not been thofe holy 
examples unto others, as their Office and 
place required... So that all our Sermon 
againſt impiety and Prophaneneſs; through 
our own Perſonall Miſcarriages, have been 
but like arrows ſhort out of a weak bow, 
that comes not with force Sufficient to prick 
the Heart of the Proud Sinner. wx tet 
may complaine of the ill Succeſs of thei 
.Labours, when they take no care to Prac 

.*fice what they Preach to «others. In vaint 
doe they think to reforme . their Peopl« 
rill fuch times as they firſt reforme them 
ſelves. 


: Should | 


we 
of 
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Should we firſt Reforme our ſelves before- 


ve reforme our Brother - Then 

'2 This brings to all our . mindes what 
is our work to day or where we are to 
begin the work of Reformation. We 
ſhould begin in the Firſt place with our 


MSelves. Whoever would Promote a Re- 


ormation work ; muſt begin here. Let 
every man Sweep his own door and the 
Streets will be clean. So would every 
man Purge and cleanſe hisown Heart, this 
mork © Rorminive would goe on in 
Very. place, A generall Reformation 
hath it's Riſe and beginning in 'Particu- 
lar. There -muſt be a Perſonall Refor- 
mation before it come to a Family. Ci- 
Jy, Countrey ,. or National Reformati- 
On, 


This Is the work of every particular 
Perſon, Sa that every one of us may ſay 
Particularly , this is my- work, my care; 
we are to begin with our ſelves, and not 
ſuffer any uamortihed luſt to abide in us, 
every eye that Offends, every hand that 
Sins, every Luſt That pr ovokes, 1s to be 
parted-with ; tho? never ſo dear .unto us : 
we muſt begin with our ſelves, and then 1a 
our Families, our Children aad Servants, 
and endeavour the Reformation of all that 


are under -our care and Charge. This is. 
the way to promote this Blefſed work of 


Refor- 
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Reformation , here we are to begin, we 
ſhould rake this courſe, and obſerve this 
rule, and Labour with all care and Con- 
ſcience, to' be unblameable in our ſelve, 
and Converſations. And O that both you 
and I might begin here this day with our 
ſelves, with our ' own Hearts, aad lives, 
and caſt the . Beams out of our own eyes! 
oy to excite you 7 this work of ſelf 
Reformation, to preſs upon you the pow- 
er of Goulineſs "IT INE PgBloe. of 
Religion; L would recommend unto you 
theſe tollowing Conſiderations, 


tes Am Bias Fm $$ _ * 


1 Confider it is in vain to think the 
knowledge and Beliefe of the Chriſtiaq 
Religion, will availe'vs any thing without 
f If any man among you 
ſeem to be Religious, and Bridleth not bit 
Tongue, but decerveth his own Heart, that 
mans Religion is vain ,, pure Religion and un- 
defiled, before God and the Father, is this 5 ti 
viſit the Fatherleſs | and the Wi dows, 1n thei 


the world. * If a_ man conſent not to tit 
Dodrine which.is according to Godlineſs, he i 
proud, knowing nothing, 


There muſt be a decornm kept betweet 
our Principles and our Practice. Our eye 
ſhould dire& our Feet, and we are called 
-bpog In Scripture 0 at as becometh Saint), 


+ 3 
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+ As \becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, * 25* rom.1s, 


becomes thoſe who . profeſs Godlineſs, . There 
is a | 73 6m Or comely Behavi-T 25 5 
our, which if a Chriſtian doth not obſerve, 3 *ph17, 8 
he betrayes his high calling unto Scorn and ,, * 
and contempr, to look high and to live * 
Low; O how rediculons appears 1t unto 
all men. Iris not a forgetfull Hearer ' 
but a doer of the word; 'This man fhall 

be Bleſſed in his deed. It is the doeing. 
PraQticall Chriſtian that ſhall Stand, when 
the empty Boaſter of his Faith ſhall fall. 
His Religion is vain, which brings nor 
Letters Teſtimonial! from an holy Life. 
A. Proteſtant 'Fath without a Proteſtant 
Practice is worth little. There are but too 
_ many, who think it's enough they are no 
Papiſts, nor Atheiſts, no Hereticks, or Er- 
roneouſs Perſons, but they Embrace, the 
Honeſt, old Orthodox truths, they Believe 
"as well as any, and they are refolved' to 
liveand' die in this Faith. They are Pro- 
teſtant 1h. Doerine, and Recuſaats in lives, 
not. Conſidering that. Hell is full, not onely 

'of Pagans and Heathens, but alſa-of ungod- 

ly Chriſtians. ' Alas the Kingdom of God 
Treacheth further then the underſtanding 
onely ; The Devils in Hell have admirable 
Knowledge, they both-know and Believe,for 
they are {aid to Believe and tremble. And 
doe we not read. of * Many, that ſhall , ,,, 
be brought in at that day, ſaying, Lord, Lord, 29, n=, p 
OY. var, 
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have we not Propheſied in thy name, and in th F] 
name caſt out Devils, and m thy name. done 
many wonderfull works ? And yet Chriſt will 
ſay unto them, depart from ye workers of Ini- 
quity-;, 1 know you not. If we renounce 
hereſy and error in DoQrine, why not pro- 
phanenefs in our lives. 


2 Conſider that the Moral FROIOR and 
+ Mat.12, Heathens, will one day.riſe up to condemn 
41, 42> Immoral, and Prophane :Chriſtians, . | The 
men of Nineveh ſhall riſe up in Judgement 
with this Generation, and ſhall Condemn it ; 
becauſe they repented at the Preaching of Jonas, 
and behold a Greater then Jonas 1s bere. The 
Queen of the South ſhall riſe up 1m Judgement 
with this Generation, and fhall Condemn it; 
For She came from the utermoſk Parts of the 
Earth, to bear the Wiſdom of Solomon 3 and be- 
* Mat,ir, hold a Greater then Solomon is here. * Wo 
21, unto thee Chorazin, Wo unto thee Betbſaida : 
wh for if the mighty works, which were done it 
you, had been done in "Tyre and Sydon, they 
_— have repented long ago, in Sack-Clot 
and Aſhes, What fear and horror hath 
been upon Heathens Spirits, tho' they have 
had no Scripture to accuſe them ? Hyſtories 
declare, that upon unjuſt, uncleane and 
Injurious Actions, they have not. beea able 
to reſt- or Sleep. What ſayings have they 
' to recommend a virtuous life, Fc murus 
abeneys efto, ni conſeire Sibi, nulla Palleſcere Yai 
| ZN oc 
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[þa, To.be conſcious to a Mans ſelf of 
o evil, nor unjuſt a&tion; is that only 
ing that may make a Man happy. That 
razen Wall that will beat back all darts. 
)h that Chriſtians ſhould do - ſo many 
ings to raiſe up Conſcience like a Lion 
nd Bear to roar within them, when even 
leathens have been affraid to make their 
onſcience their Enemy and Adverſary ! 
low Moderate and Temperate were ma- 
y of them in their Meats and Drinks? 
meca, Plutarch, Plato,. and ſome of the 
toicks, ſpeak very high things about that 
hich is virtuous. Now what a Reproach 
it to the glorious Goſpel, which we re- 
ve, to be out-done by them ? What, 
all not the Word of God and the Goſ- 
el of Chriſt teach us more Holineſs then 
e Turks Alcoran? Shall not the Ten 
ommandments of God oblige us to more 
rity then the' twelve Tables of the 
omans ? O what a fad diſhonour is this 
d the Truth and Knowledge of God / 
hat-among his People, ſhould be found 
ders of thoſe things which natural light 
ould abhor. 


Surely we-can never grieve enough, to 
e how many have no better a Title to 
Weligion.,, then what they can challenge 
7 virtue 'of an over eager oppoſition, a- 
Xe Fainſt a diſſenting party ; and have no - 
Y Et Argu- 
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Arguments to evidence their Chriſtianii 
except - their Zeal. in controverted point 
may- paſs for a demonſtration of , it ; al. 
counting ſatyrical inveRtives and bitter ſk. 
flections , to be inſtances of a Religiof 
zeal for God'; which are but demonſtr; 
tions of their own folly and weakneh 
doteing upon thoſe Images and Repre 
Jentations, which 'their abuſed fancies hay 
ſuggeſted to them ! 


3 Conſider that the degeneracy of | 
human nature appears in nothing more 
then in Mens proſeliting themlelves t 
bruitiſh ſenſuality , wherein indeed t 
Beaſts. do ovtvie them ; as being furniſh 

-with greater exquiſitneſs of ſenſe for tiilhh ; 
entertainment of ſenſual Pleaſures. An 
yet how many are there, who Sacrifice the 
Reaſon to their Appetite ; and ſink then 
ſelves 'into a lower ſpecies ; placing tl 
Beaſt above the Man in parſuing no off 
ther things then what may gratifie the! 

carnal Lnſts? It is an opinion no | 
falSin it ſelf, then pernicious in its 

' fects, to all true Godlineſs ; That Pic 
divorceth its Proſelytes from all pleaſa 
enjoyments, and eſpouſeth thein-to a me 
lancholy and forrowful ſpirit :- where 
the time, when all true comfort bew 
date, is the Commencement of' an hol 
and Religious Life, And could "_ X 

wal 
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Wwade Men to make an experiment of 
what we ſay; they would ſoon conclude, 
"What the gleanings of Divine Joy are in- 
Winitely to be preferred , before the Vin- 
age of Worldly Pleaſures. "Mm 


4. Conſider that the conſtant PraQife 
Wo! Picty, and the conſcientious performing 
of Religions Duties, would ſoon oyercome 
all thoſe trifling prejudices , . wherewith 
the minds of many are prepoſeſſed. There 
are no ſuch inſuperable difficulties in the 
leading of an holy Life, as ſome do ſuggeſt 
o themſelves. The Lion if' this way is 
not ſo fierce as he 1s painted. There are 
Wo ſuch dreadful: apparitions in an holy 
WL ite, as .a carnal deluded imagination re- 
"Wpreſerits.* The difficulties that occur in 
"FM Chriſtian courſe; are not half fo many- 
Wand great as they are made to be, by 
Wperſons prejudiced againſt it. Men firſt 
Wdraw the Picture of an, Holy Life, with 

: fad and lowring countenance, and then 

hey take occaſion to diſlike it, An Holy 
"Wand Religious Life, looks upon vs, with 

Wa ſerene and pleaſant Aſpe& , and puts 

"Ws upog no task, which our diligent endea-- 
" Wvours ſhall not overcome, and conquer, 

"MW 1 he Duties of a Chriſtian, in a little time, 


6 more facile and eaſy then its oppoſite 
Ice. | | "7" | 


5. Conſider 


become eaſie and feaſible. Every Virtue 
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5. Conſider the Promiſe and aſſurance 
of a Reward, infinitely above\the labour 
of any ſervices that God requires, tend; 
to the facilitateing of this neceſſary Work, 
That exceeding and eternal weight of 
Glory, which is promiſed to all that arc 
truly Godly, is a powerful inducement 
to engage unto the praQtiſe of an Holy 
Religious. Life. This is ſufficient to make 
the rougheſt places ſmoeth; and level thei 
higheſt Mountains into a plain, and make 
the Torrid Zone temperate. fn the view 
of this Glory, all difficulties are ſwallow-Me- 
ed vp; and the edge of all dangers turn- 
ed. The .encouragement to. duty doth 
infinitely preponderate the difficulty of it. 
What tho we ſhould a little prick on 
fingers, to get the Roſe of Sharon; and 
ſmite our foot on the ſtony Mountain, to 


gather the Lilly of che Valleys ? What 


tho we toil' all night, when we are cer- 
tain of ſuch a rich draught in the Morn- 


ing. 
6. Conſider that the aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit , ſo frequently promiſed in Holy 


Scripture, makes the power of Godlineſs,Wre 
and the practiſe. of Religion facile and 


eaſy. God doth not break the bruiſedCo 


Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking Flax, no 


deſpiſe the day of ſmall things ; infomudli 
chal 


| a "Warrington." *. 


What tho many. Duties of _ be' ac- 

Wounted difficult ; yer thoſe who give up 
hemſelves to the conſcientious perforni- 
ace of them, have that aſſiſtance from an 
\nſeen hand, which facilitates and ſweetens 
heir hardeſt labours. | 


7, Conſider the ſeverity and juſt diſ- 
lleaſure of God, - which you: expoſe- your 
eclves unto, by your reiterated ads of Sin 
ind Diſobedience. 'The Apoſtle. was well 
Wcquainted with the force of this Argu- 
en{Wnent, * knowing the Terror of the Lord, we HON 5y 
-Wcr ſpade Men. Let us then think, if we 
an bear the indignation 'of- the Lord; and 
and before the power of his Anger. ,.. Can 
ve dwell with devonring fire, and - lie 
lown in everlaſting burnings ? @. 


8. Conſider. that there is an Intrinſfique ——_ 
weakneſs writ upon all thoſe ſerene, and #9*** 
ranſitory delights; which makes them un- 
orthy the purſuit of thoſe who are truly 

{Wriſe. Thoſe ſublunary finful Pleaſures 
ike Flowers wither in our hands, an 
periſh in our embraceings. They ſalute 
dur ſenſes, and then bid an eternal. fare- 
7el. The Heavenly Herauld, who knew 
ery well how to blazen this Worlds 
oat of Arms, tells us it is made up of 
ading Flowers ; when we come to gaſpe - 
theſe things, they are but wind, and -to ' 
— | embrace ' 
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embrace them-they are'but a cloud. Thy 
you ſee; how much it doth concern us t 
hive 'in 'the diligent , and Conſcientionf 
praiſe of Religions Duties ; to ſet aboy 
this: neceſſary work of ſelf Reformatio 
_ be of inoffenſive and unblameabiif 

ves, 


But methinks I here. ſome one ſay 
What ſhall T do that I may Reform m 
ſelf; 'or what courſe ſhall I take that I mg 


' promote'this neceſſary work of ſelf-refor 


mation * ' And if there be any perfwad 
ed' C by*what I have faid ) to ſet vp 
the Praftiſe of this Duty - © I would forthe 
encourage them by preſcribing the folloy 


Ing DireQons. 


If we would. reform out ſelves, and iff 
bandon theſe courſes we have lien wallon 
Ing in.- 1. We ſhould engage in this wor! Fit 
with a full purpoſe, and reſolution to mak” 
our way through the' greateſt difficnltio 
and ſeverities: that are in it. It muſt b 
granted that an Holy Religious Life 1s nc 
eaſy unto Fleſh and Blood : And the wah” 
of ſin is not relinguiſht , without ſong. 
ReluCtancy at the firſt. The ſtrong Ma 
armed will not preſently quit his Houk 
and peaceably ſurrender to an'Holy courk 


the Right hand cannot be cut off, and uh 


Right Eye pluckt out, without ſome di 
- cult 


- af Warrington: _ - 

ity. The new Birth is not accompliſh- 
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ll rage, when diſpoſeſſed. ' But to thoſe 
o pur on reſolution and courage, and 
folve to make their way over- afl Rubs 
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2, If we wonld reform our ſelyes, we 
uſt then deny. the firſt ſolicitations; and 


fiſt the firſt motions of an Inordinate 
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